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GUIDELINES FOR EXEMPLARS 

 
 

1. Original exemplars are always preferred to photocopies. Please submit 
originals whenever possible. All originals are protected, and this office 
does not conduct destructive testing. 

 
2. Please submit exemplars similar in style to the questioned document. Ie., 

cursive writing to compare to cursive, printing to printing, signatures to 
signature and handwriting to handwriting. 

 
3. Normal course-of-business exemplars dated as close in time to the 

questioned document are ideal. Requested writing or other potentially 
self-serving samples taken via a deposition or by myself are not as helpful 
if used alone. 

 
4. Additionally, submitting a number of verified genuine signatures and/or 

handwriting on a variety of documents bracketing the date of the 
document in question is essential to a thorough evaluation. This helps the 
examiner see how consistent an individual’s handwriting and/or signature 
is and if any changes have occurred over time. Checks are a good 
source for this as long as there is no question about their authenticity. 

 
5. It is better to have too many than too few documents when it comes to 

exemplars. Submitting a minimum of 15 signatures/handwriting samples 
might be sufficient. Ideally, the exemplars submitted should demonstrate 
all variations of an individual’s signature or handwriting. Selective bias in 
the submission of exemplars is not the best way to approach your case. 

 
6. When submitting copies please submit exact size copies when possible 

especially when submitting identification documents, such as driver 
license and passport. 

 
7. If you must submit a photo of the document in question or an exemplar, 

please hold your photographing device (ie camera or smart phone) 
parallel to the document. Your artistic ability is not important in this 
situation. 
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